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__________________________________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Cardrona Alpine Resort
Wanaka, NZ
8 March 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]RE: ANTON COOPER TRAINING FOR RIO 2016 OLYMPICS AT CARDRONA
Olympic mountain biker Anton Cooper is setting his sights sky-high for Rio 2016 with altitude training at Cardrona Alpine Resort this month, ahead of the Altherm Mountain Bike National Championships.
Cooper will be staying up at Cardrona for most of March, training at altitude for Nationals, Oceanias and the first three World Cup races which are selection events for the Rio Olympics later this year. He believes the month on the mountain will help give him an edge over his competitors in the hour and a half long races. 
“It’s the altitude and the variety of tracks up here. There are other places to train at altitude, but the nature of Cardrona as a bike park makes it the perfect place to train – it doesn’t get any better anwhere else in New Zealand,” says Cooper.
Cooper joins Winter Olympic hopefuls like skier Jossi Wells and snowboarder Christy Prior who spend the majority of their respective Southern Hemisphere seasons training at Cardrona. Both Wells and Prior placed third in their events at the recent Pyeongchang Olympics test event. 
“We’re stoked to have Anton training up at Cardrona this month,” says Cardrona’s General Manager Bridget Legnavsky. “Cardrona is committed to becoming a year-round resort, so having top athletes from both summer and winter sports training for the Olympics up here is very exciting.”
MORE
The 2016 Altherm Mountain Bike National Championships take place on the 19th and 20th of March, with registration, course inspection and practice from the 17th and 18th. The Cross Country championships will take place on the 19th, followed by the Downhill Championships on the 20th. All UCI division riders will need to pre-register online for the event, while non-UCI riders have the option to sign up on registration day. 
Spectator chairlift passes will be available for competition weekend for one ride up McDougall’s Quad and track-side access for $10. The Downhill Championships course finishes at the bottom of Valley View Quad for any spectators wishing to see the end of the race.  
Cardrona are also offering deals on accommodation and lift passes for the Championships, with the three night special including three free day lift passes. For more information visit http://www.cardrona.com/cardrona-bike-park/2016-downhill-xc-nationals/ 
For more information on the Altherm Mountain Bike National Championships, please visit http://www.mtbnationals.co.nz/or facebook.com/MTBNewZealand/
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Media Enquiries:
Bridget Legnavsky
General Manager
Cardrona Alpine Resort
bridget@cardrona.com
Phone 0275 500 818

About Cardrona Alpine Resort
Cardrona Alpine Resort is a New Zealand-owned ski resort nestled in the Crown Range between Wanaka and Queenstown. With a fun-filled, family atmosphere coupled with wide, open runs and an abundance of intermediate terrain, Cardrona is welcoming and enjoyable to ride.  Cardrona is also the home of the NZ Park and Pipe team, with world-class freestyle facilities including a World Cup Slopestyle Course and Australasia’s only 22ft World Cup Halfpipe. Cardrona has on-mountain accommodation, 5 distinctly different cafes, four kids' centres, and a highly qualified and experienced ski and snowboard school. In the summer months Cardrona is open for mountain biking and other alpine adventure activities.  Cardrona Alpine Resort is a wholly owned subsidiary of Real Journeys Ltd.
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